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1 Death of the Righteous defireable. / 
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8 E R M 0 N, 


PREACHED in THE 
CHAPEL oz MILE END, NEW TOWN, 


ON THE DEATH or 


ME. WILLIAM 600, 
n DEPARTED THIS LINE : 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1785, 

IN: TRE $IXTF-SIXTH YEAR OF his n. 


TO WHICH is ADDED, | 


AN ADDRESS, 


; Ar the Interment of Miſs MarTitpa T'wairy 
ak 8 in little more than Week after hearing the above Diſcourſe 


was taken from bence, in the 14th Y Year of her Age. 3 


"By the Rev, JOHN COTTINGHAM, * 


MINISTER or THE $41D CHAPEL. X 5 
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Us ti Mrs feliz contiurir, vivere diſce. I by 1 
Ut feliz paſts vivere, diſce mori. © Car. | 
Ferie, — , audeo dicere, credidi propter quod e! Jun, non 


Pete mm mori qui bene vixerit. Ave, 


Mark the perfect man, and behold 4 upright; for the end 4 
chat man is 9 ö .. xxxvil. 37s 


— 


LONDON: 


"5 Prigted for the Benefit of ſome poor Children inftrued in the 


Hamlet of Mile End, New Town; 

And to be had of Mr. Boext and, No. 57, Paternoſter-Row j 
Mr. MaTTazws, No. 18, Strand; Mr. STRAT TON, No. 125 
Tottenham Court Road, oppoſite Taviſtoci Never and of A | 
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ter my lt aun. His 


Boat and 1 as the 


of a Miniſter in general is, who bears an 
embaſſage from Heayegy and as a dying 
man preaching to dying men, ſurrounded 
with a yariety of infirmities; yet muſt 
it be acknowledged it receives ſome ad- 
+ ditional weighty when his meſſage comes 
thus prefaced A Friend, a Brother, a 
Chriſtian, is no more! No more!” is a 
ſerious thought ;—that is, no more to be 
in this world, but for, ever in the next. 72 


At this grand 5 a final end will be. 
put to all diſtinction among men, and to 
every ſpecies of human grandeur, with its 
the plate appointed for all living, and cau- 


joy and ſorrow, as it leads to the grave, 


1 
1 
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„ 
2 
is 


1 


* * _ 
* en ..... ͤ . ͤ . TE IS; PEA oP AR oi 17s 12 
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, . 5 5 
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= men, for that ell have ſinned.” . IO 


- phiſed; ie willſperdily- be met 
A not bribed by the riches of the great, nor 


diſtinguiſhing peculiarities of the Scrip- 
. - tures to reveal, There we read, that 
ſin entered into the world, and death by 


nature of ſin. And, forgetful however of 
— grand and ſolemn period, as the gay 


level with an undiftinguiſhed ſtroke, to 


1 . 
Ben i feaſon for which, 45 one of the” 


ſin; ſo that death hath paſſed upon all 


\ 
RK 


Moreohts Gare it is 8 * 

all men once to die,” which, by an un- 
Aterable ſtatote is ive” chat at once 

declares tlie jaſtzee of God, and the 


and triffing are; yet, when ſentence is 


Him, who, without reſpect of 


perond © 


moved by the Entteaties of the poor, will 


de daft f dem. alike without con- 1 


2 1 


cern. 
f # * * 4 
* SY d 4-4 y . : 13 4 / & d "+. # # $4 _—_ 


1 5 N Hh head ak . 
perpetuate inviolable the dignity of the 
Divine Law, ever ſince the ſolemn pe 

riod that witneſſed the admiſſion of evil, 


1 


«„ R 
. the 


fail 


every mortal frame: Duſt thou art, and 
to duſt thou ſhalt return. 2 


de eee ieee dy ei 
happineſs, were it all intended to be 


underſtood by the Divine infliction ; 
for, forrowful as it is to ſee the ten» 
dereſt ties of blood and friendſbip dif. 
ſolved, and that neither the piety, gra- 
Vvity, nor excellency of the wiſe man, and | 
the Chriſtian, can exempt any from the 
| ftroke of Deaths it is a deſolation 
- which cauſes our frame to ſhudder, but 


. + can th to mn it "= 3 fur- 


PR” he. los of Heaven, and 
God. wp 


1 ' Annihilation, that dreary, but W ad 
* trige of many, dreadful as it is, would in this 


be preferable to exiſtence, as it will be an exiſtence © 


| of ſuffering ; and on account of which, it ia no 
* wonder if, to filence the ſtings of a guilty con- 


Fcience, and forebodings of ſuch a miſerable eſtate, 


men endeavour, againſt both reaſon and revelation, 


to perſuade themſelves nnn 


Evce in future world 


wm 


the ſentence that may be read upon : 


” | * 7 * 
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WE ns we are to 1 theſe things, 
it was a cuſtom, uſed by Philip, King of: 
Macedon, well deſerving our notice, who | 
had his attention rouſed every morning 
Pi.th this addreſs: Memento ie efſe hominem 
8 Remember thou art a man; leſt, fluſned 
with victory, he ſhould forget himſelf. 
And there is ſcarce any. one, I am ready 
to perſuade rayſelf, in this ſolemn afſem- 
bly, to whom ſuch advice is not neceſ- 
ſary: ſome there may be perhaps, in- 
volved in a maze of buſineſs or the pur- 
ſuits of pleaſure, to whom ſuch a ſubject 


finds, very ſeldom if ever, a favorable | 


moment of acceſs to your cars. You will - 


permit me then, for a little, to divert 5 


them from their uſual channels of buſi- 
neſs and pleaſure, to fix them upon the 
awful, but certain ſubject of death. In 
x doing which, 1 will hope for your cloſe 
and candid attention, while I attempt, in 
the firſt s to deſcribe the character 
e Da. of. 


6 A Re 8 Poet bed, 
| gleſcended from heaven, e cœle deſcendit'; which 
Indeed is the firſt ſtep to all ſound and ſaving 
knowledge. ee £7 rel MS . . oy, 


2 


8 e 


4 


tow 


pf the perſons Ihle lebens in our text; 
ä Secondly, , in what manner it appears 
that their end is bleſſed: add, Thirdly, 
the great impropriety of deſiring . 
death, without living their life. Yoy 
will, then permit me to make ſome ap- 
plication to the purpoſe of our aſſem- 
4 10 together, and to two or three ſorty 

of perſons, _— this eg ; 


be they. are e matters of no + filing and . 
indifferent nature, but ſuch as enter the 
very eſſentials of Chriſtjanity ; may a ſenſe 
of their importance, and a canyiction of 
their certainty, be impreſſed upon all our 
hearts, by the mighty youre ** the 
| REC 8 15 


| Ty 
We are to ſhows * the N of 
"7 FR perſons ſtyled righteous : In order to 
Which, let it be premiſed, it is paying 
but a due reſpect unto the Sed Scrip- 
tures, to acknowledge, that our whole 
dependance will lie upon them, in what- 
ever we may advance upon the ſubject; 
a principal deſign of which is to deliver 
from all uncertainty, in matters of im» 


«| 


Fro 60 5 5 
— and-fix "an. jnvgriable Render 


of deciſion, that whoſoever's truſt is WE - 
rann . 


Þ To . . in Ge firſt and 
pefirive ſenſe of the words, is one h) 
ſtands juſtified, throygh the imputation 
of the Redeemer's perſonal and perfect 
obedience, before the bar, and in the 
Prrſence of God, the judge of all, by vir- 
tue of that myſterious union between the 
| perſon of Chriſt, and every member of 
his myſtical: body. The reaſon of this 
Py plain q for we are without all righ- 
 teouſneſs, in our fallen ſtate, whether 
legal, moral, or divine: We receive 
this by Faith, when once the under- 

ſtanding becomes enlightened, to ſee 
bow deſtitute we are of it, and how 
| impoſſible it is to eſcape the ſentence of 
' broken ay, =: has rl of _ 

et it. 04 e : 


Poder PR * e it 1 and 
when brought to the ſeet of infinite mer- 
ey, With the Publican's prayer, as our 
only plea; that one who ſtyled him- 
4 $444 7 ſelf 


«7 5 . 
ſelf the Chief of Sin dai We 
are juſtified 1 from al} things, from which 
we could not be Juſtified by the lx 
of. Moſes.” The whole ef this ariſes | 
from. the. intrinſical merit and value 
found in that ſacrifice once made for is, 
and which, when placed to a 
account, is conſidered as if performed in 
his own. perſon, and obtains: for him 
every good. A diſtant, though firiking 
reſemblance of which, we have in Jacob, 
ing, through reſembling his brother: 
after ſuch a manner it is, though without 
any of its apparent guile, the «ſinger ap- 
Pears in che fight of God, heut charge 
or condemnation, and is bleſſed with 
_. every ſpiritual and eternal en in 


Was 11 7 Son 


It is evident, the Wente of divine 
| Able nn has been received in every 
age, even the eattieſt of Chriſtianity, as 
"might chſily be own; but which I'ftall 
ve, as it is not .. preſent province 
to Cawas. "Alt I wall at preſent ſay, 
u, out fidelity thy" meer at this 
method 


4 | | : E 
o * 
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inner righteous, that flot all the Dy 


bf infidelity ſhall ever be able to over- 


throw it. To it, and its Author, gave | 


the Law and ** all the Prophets Witneſs ;” 

and which is ſo eflentiallx neceſſary th 
Lalyatior, chat, to diſpute or doubt itz 
Is to leſſen that infinite diſplay of mercy; 
[Jehovah | has miadifeſted t to ſinners, * ths 


5 N pane gift of his dear Sonic 9 


15 T3 eve -- 2 1 


140 


Have kinted, ſtands immediately con- 
nected faith: we will add, too, holineſs and 
felicity. Faith is one 6f the diſtinguiſhing 


aſſent of the judgement -to. revealed 


truths, or any ſet of doctrines, as held 


by men; but that which upon manly, 


rational, and divine principles, exami- 
nes and determines for itſelf. The ſeat 
of it is the heart: For with the heart | 


man believerh unto rightzouſneſs IX 


— 


| 


With this dh of ene we . 


characters of the Chriſtian; it diſtinguiſnes 
him among men; —it will diſtinguiſm 
him among angels :—by which I am 
not to be underſtood to mean à cold 


Coy 
ches ot its wuſt i the hibleg n hes 


it revrals of the bleſſed God, in his 


eſſential and moral perfections: it glo+ 


rifies the Divine Perſons, though diſtin 
from each other; as equal in power, wiſts 
dom, goodnels and truth: and the man 


who is poſſeſſed of it, looks to Jeſus as 
its author, as the medium of all his hap- 
pineſs., and reits wholly upon bis merit, 
as the grand procuring cauſe of many 
redemption hereby he is enabled to 


realiſe the great concerns of eternity, ac- 


cording t to the expreſs deſcription of his 
faith, given, by an unerring pen, where it 
is called “ The ſubſtance of thing 
bete for, and de evidence of o 
| * 005 EW ; ; 


i That this faich 1 5 not es nor at - 
| of good works, is evident, by his repen- 


ttance for all fin... Repentance, ſays one 


with great elegance, is a tear dropt from 
the eye of Faith; the propriety of which is 
no. leſs ſtriking than true; for without 
faith ir is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Floods 


and rivers of grief 


un- 


89 +4 


aings 


. 
Pe ; . F * 
— g £ * . of * - 1 5 * 2 


might, if poſſible, be. 
ed, yet, before mo ade N 


* — 


* 
- 


3 
\' 


K 


| emineaning ſherifices: without this —heis 
_ - therefore, filled with poignant and per- 
petual humiliation: à fight of his ſuffer - 
ing Surety; dying for ſins which he; had 
committed, andi that nothing leſs could 
atone for) his guilt, [fills His foul with 
Aſorrow after a godly fort;“ and fails not 
tc work in his heart vehement defire, 
- - neal; revenge, and abhorrence, the very 
._ conſtituent] parts of genuine repentatice.” 
07 1 2445 4} e ene done 
A faith and repentanct like theſe, 
muſt be attended by good works: as ſon 
might light and heat be ſeparated from 
the material fun, a8 to ſeparate them 
Every lich which repehtance heaves, and 
eeuery tear it drops, ſpeak the language 
of the Royal Penitent :—* purge me as 
_ with hyffop, and 1 mall e clean; waſh 
me, and 1 mall be witer chan wook or 
|. ſhow!" Therefore dbes-the feſpect the 
whole aw, as the invatiable-rule-of rh. 
1 1 revuſtieſs,” and through conſiderations | 
TIF dtaan from its Purity, pirieualic) and 
erfection, laboufs in All his actions to 
- - follow chat amiable Pattern bf bene vo- 
5 RE, which” E Wed ſhone in Ns 
1 


£ 


| (n 'Y 
| age bay ren hs, bim 5 


kene, diſtrafted. with. Anxious. fears, | 
8 in deſpair, he remembers. he 
be merciful, as his Father in 
. is merciful; like him impartial, 
boduntiful, and free: for he forgets not, 
that what Providence hath beſtowed upon 
him, was not deſigned to harden, but 
numaniſe the mind; and ſo. uncertain is 
every earthly, good, that to vhem he may 
| rant relief to-day, from him e 
| aecellity may GRE my. to ſeek. it, | 
vo bone nit Yo Ang no yanarda CI 


Were I to be lle fer 3 mbre. 5 | 
ticular deſcription of this excellent cha- 


racter, (and its excelleney, together with 


. 3 


dwelling's little longer upon this part of 
my ſutectʒ which it is certain cannot be 
too fully known, ) 1 would reply, That, 
in whatever, I have advanced, he ſtands 
in all reſpects, at the remoteſt diſtance | 
from allowed guile and deceit: — the 
. expediency of which, remark can only be 
ſeen by having recourſe. to the various 
and ſhocking deceptions practiſed among 
oba! C2 men, 


its neceſlity, muſt be my,,apology;. fr 


4 15 5 
mach in ee dig There is a con- 
e theſe, which is dreadful 
preſumption ; reſting on the mercy” o 
God, in contradidtion to all his other 
attributes. There is 7 repefitarice, which 
18 only through fear of puniſument, which 
is no ſoener abated than! iniquity is again 
| committed with all greedineſs. There is 
a holineſs, like that of the Scribes and 
Phariſees) which is from motives of ſelf- 
\applauſe,” and to be ſeen of men: but, 
on the contrary,” the ardent" prayer of 
the righteous, 1 is, to be whatever" the 
- kindeſt charity can think of him, and he 
Nodies to deſerye whatever it me fay. 


* 70 Or fer! 5 4941 


7 This is he Galtasder⸗ Gerth of our 


contemplation : not che proud and am- 


"bitious; not the tyrant, and the oppreſ. 
ſor; nor the hero wh marks his ſteps 
an blood, and 'whoſe fame is founded 
*through fatal and deſtructive conqueſts : 

but it is the pure, the holy, the meek,. 


the humble, and the benevolent, whoſe 


fllent footſteps mark the path of virtue, 


or ate traced only by the bleſſings they 


: FO behind dem; it is a character 


——— founded 


„ 
founded and finiſned on the principles 
of religion, which hath its origin in the 
iove of God, who is the ſtandard of all 
moral excellence, and the 'eyerlaſting 
portion of his people. Let us then 
. . 
_ Whats ach ; 9 
Secondly, to illuſtrate their 3 1 
| prolpett; and happineſy ar dench. Te die ' 
happy, is what but few are ſo hardy as = 
not to wiſh; and really to die ſo, is 
the peculiar privilege of the righteous. 
a Though the enjoyment of all, it muſt be 
granted, is not alike, nevertheleſs ſal⸗ 
vation is equally ſecure. There is a dying 
in the moſt triumphant aſſurance, with 
out the leaſt ſhadow of a doubt, like 
the ſetting of the natural ſun, gilding 
the element all around: when in anothet 
caſe it may reſemble it paſſing under a 
cloud; yet is it not leſs: certain, it will 
ariſe and ſhine elſewhere: ſo certain ſhall | 
_ "theſe ſhine: in the firmament above, for 
ever and ever. When Iſrael had been 
led, and ſufficiently proved in the wil. 


— Hemeſs, they are brought, for the exerciſe 
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Might ieh 0d patiench, boat erer 
mity:i onthe Hanks oi Jordan then 
Omnipotenee makes bare his) atm, di- 
vides. the, vater, and leads them) ſaſe to 
| the'oppoſ ſize ſhore. Under the ſame diyine 
Tone the believer checdmes-invintible 
in fuffering, 8;epnqutror n cad 
enters the ; Joy of his Lord. 2 
zboliole 114117 81373 Alti on. je A i 
„ert. ite ig true, is a formidahle Tubs 9 
jetz and: wich great meanitg, hath been 
dernen dhe King. f Terrota and the h 
8708 of Kings nor ig f mean 
de bete Hg is called, in ahr Hock of 
God.can Eogray : ben che. laſt Enemy 
hall; be deliwy ech hieb is Death. In 
this view, the hearts of the rigbteous art 
ohen mache ſadle and; if nog che whole, 
AF Beat Fort al heir life held in bon · 
Wherefore, fays God. 40 Death, f 
CON pill be, thy plegue : O grave, I will be Ih 
Wy thy geſtruction ; the expreſs menning | 


— 


of hie, no Neubt, nretri yell id acem- 


Mliſhment, inn the death undi reſutectiun 
WIE i the Son God; Jet wilb areceire 
| | ent in che: mona. 
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03 16+i8 no little ſign of our, fallen ſtares 


and wiſh, if poſfible, 10; hide, qurſclves 


from him. . Fear is the coHHnt amy = 


panion of guilt; and generally. _ 
hard upon every footſtep thereof. Henge 


de den mene eee Gade 
om God, did not his pogrer cet a 


| bates drags, 
preſence,” Bot ve angexproſalyzold, The 
ſting of Death is ſin, and che ſtrength of 
fin ig che Law., If chen Gio is, pardoned, 


i w_y_ a caſe there is no condemnations © 


* for, Who ſhall lay any thing to the 


: charge : of God's elect, when i it a God that 28 
1 5 ?”  Suppreſs your: feats, then, ye” 
trembling ſaints z and glorify, him who” 


giveth the victory. Fear not, ſaich the 
great Captain of Salyation, for L harr overe 


Come Death,, and; hay e the keys of Death 


and Mell z, therefore life. aud death ae 
yours: ir believed i in, will effecually - 


remove fear. "to * Behold, ſays one, this day = 
7 going the way of all fleſh”—with 
th 


rhat we: dread. every approach to. God, 


e conipolure and Ss of one : 
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„„ | | on and fin's and never 
1 4 the warrior, or mariner, long toſſed in 

4 den sobean, when he gets to 
. 3 F of H{tkrthe belic. | 
5 bility to Un. When # Job, e ee 
. conflicts as ſevere as moſt, looketlto this 
nappy period, he ſays, « There che wicked | 
| ecaſe from troubling, and . 
. are for ever at reſt,” A truth, of ſuch 
bs:  Yelightfull co tion, that we have tid 

2 leſs than the infallible teſtimony of the 

UW Spirit to confirm it. Bleſſed are 
the dead which die in the Lord, even ſo 
nith the Spirit, that henceforth they may 
teſt from their Jabours :” who havi 
Uved in Him, and to His glory; gie in full 
. | Hepenidance upon his perfections . 
* = miſe, in the light of his countenutice, 
aeg hose of his foture felicity. 80 Bar 
5 Z es, Jeaning, in the valley, CW. 
and ſtaff, and feared no evil und 8 
: rejoicing i in the falyation of Gady 
IR * and garde, when ſtoning to deach, who 
92 N his God and Saviour on ther 
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| 1 whom, with . he a 
his ſpirit; and that illuſtrious: example, 
Paul, who having learned to die daily, 

When be reckons up the ſufferingsof a man 

and a Chriſtian, „ adds, “ I count not my life 

dear.“ In another place, * for 1 am 

Willing to be offered up; ;” and, as 4 

3s. * Proof of the ſteadineſs of his prineiples, 

hen in a near view of approaching diſſo- 

I mution, ſays, “I have fought a good fight ; 

I Thave finiſhed | my courſe ; I have kept 

the faith: henceforth there is laid up 
fort me a ctown of righteouſneſs, which 

e Lord, the righteous Waere ſhall give 

I in chat An 
Such is thi here leh 45 la E 

K the righteous—to die in peace; of 

Which we hear much talk, though Cha- 

rity itſelf, in ſome inſtances; has reaſon to 

7 aſpect it. It is no uncommon thing to 

8 ar of making peace with God on a dying 
Ded If by rhis is meant an earneſt deſire to 
acquainted with God, it is well; and 
Gough late, and the eleventh hour there 
yet is hope. For * Acquaint thyſelf now,” 
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| 18 nothing is impollible for Orinips- 
| tence to do, or boundleſs goodneſs ta bes 
ſtow. But of the believer” 8 happineſs, 


even Eavy cannot doubt: 1 65 Let me die | 


his death, ” ſays Balaam, and let my alt 
end be like his ;” for they ſhall lie down 
in peace, and Aer a ſleep. in Jews. they 
mall be brought with kim ; their bod 
like the ſhip in which che Apofle fa aile 
may be daſhed all to pieces; yet he 


immortal mariner ſhall. get ſafe. to more; 'Y 


not a particle of their duſt ſhall be lo 


but ſhall be brought forth, in the great 


mofn of the feſurrection to like and 


| happineſs; when mortality thall be 
. Clothed:with immortality, and the once 


vorruptible clothed. with incorruption, 
and made like eee Wan 


| Qift. 


& Vai 


Ai 


Fben hall ö 


enjoy 4 perfect knowledge of happineſs, 
without ignorance : nay more, they ſhall 


join the ſpirits. of the juſt. made perfed, 


witk all the hoſts of heaven; and their 
: Joy ſhall. be uninterrupted. and perpetual ; * 
for a ſhall bc for eyer with the . 


and 


— 


(1 9 
| ad the majeſtic preſence of their once 
crutified, but *now exalted Maſter and 
Saviour, Sovereigh . and. J udge, will be 
the common theme of univerfal accla- 
-mation : they ſhall return to Zion, wick 
ſongs and everlaſting joy on their heads 

and all coldneſs and reſerve, diſcord ger 
. Giftreſs, ſhall be baniſhed and forgotten 
for ever. For they ſhall be” (to uſe che 
delightful lat jage of inſpiration) ve be- 
fore the throne of God day and night, 
and ſerve him day and night in his Tem- 
le; and che that ſitteth upon the throne 
| ſhall dæell among them: they ſhall hun- 
ger no more, neither thirſt any more: 
neither ſhall the ſun light on them, nor 
any heat; for the Lamb, which is in the 
midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, and 
mall lead t them unto living Fountains of 
e and Gad ng wipe away al 
36 be ready to ery, «erm aft en 
be like theirs: * the impropriety of fuch 
a a deſire, vichout a prior fitneſs, is, * 
-the-third place, an hulipes.co v. 


al RES hinted, ub theſe are 5 
words of Balaam, the ſon of Beor, a pro- 
Be => phet, 


* 1 i 


Thet, gs not of the Lord, when be 
was: hired by Balak, the King of Moab, 
to curſe'the tribes of Iſrael, who, | in hope 
of reward and honor, takes upon him 
the dangerous, enterpriſe, May we learn, 

by his reſolution, to perſue good, as he 
perſiſted in fo! - For, though an angel 
Rops him. in his career; though an 
aſtoniſhing work is wrought, . that Fa 
beaſt e his 20,” this falſe pro- 
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„ Parents to ſin, he did it by 'a ſubtle ſet- 
pent; but when God would convince Balaam, he 
did it by a filly aſs, . a creature dull and, ſottiſh to. a 

 provetb. Aten. FF 


Re © Nenn 
Talos, prejudice, 3 40 far” may blind a 
A man, as not to. ſuffer bim Juſtly to diſtinguiſh 
Whether he is acting injuriouſly at the time he 
fancies and promiſes himſelf the fureſt ſucceſs; and 
what a ſtriking! proof is this of the ignorance; and 
obſtinacy of the human heart, though it hath the 
plaineſt ligne, though an aſtoniſhing miracle is 
- wrought, to prevent impending ruin! Vet after 
all this does Balaam perfiſt.—Such an inſtance of a 


fallen mind 1 1s here, that, for the honor of Human 


Nature, one could wiſh it were without any com- 


n but ſo true is it, as Abraham anſwered 


- Dives, ** neither will they be rr though | 
ane roſe from the dead.“ N 


8 


t Ty 
ay 275 "2+ | 


phet prefumptüsbny: 4 Kan bil = 
ill, and from one diſappointment to. 
| another, till his ſchemes are fruſtrated 
185 by Him who takes the crafty in their 
own counſel, and keeps Iſrael night and 
day. Lach it ſhould ſeem,” were entire 
| OP. to this dreadful defign ; yet 
ow ſecurely are they kept ! *Ifrael's God 
Knew it : he Therefore” pleads, and de- 
ends their cauſe. At laſt, reduced by 
conviction, that none can curſe, whom - 
| God hath bleſſed, he utters' the wiſh, 


; which is the (OI of our 28 
| Afcourſe. 
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It is certainly not among ey leaſt of 
the evils.in the. affeQing hiſtory of man. 
15 want of ſound and rational reflection. 
0 which were owing. the ſbocking 
and unſuccelgful attempts of Balaam ; 
and from which alſo proceeds the almoſt 
general, and no leſs irrational' hatred 
"which ſinners. manifeſt againſt the cauſe 
| of God and truth; the very ſpirit of 
i "which, is, to deſpiſe every thing ſacred; 
| and d deems that — company on earth 
: fooliſh, 


4:7 


N 


foi ae WIG; "TOY with 
| 1 e * 


15 Fee d. any © M2 20 A 
Divine Truth, who. really. wiſhes not to 
he miſtaken in a matter of ſuch infinite 
importance, attend but to the united 
force af raaſon and.-revelation ; and it 
il praſentiy ſhew/ the. grand deception | 
7 wiſhing for e, e 2 meet · 
Keen „ 
en e £ 180 10 7 "EPL i 
it too, which perſuades a man, it is 
Able to enjoy Heaven. — here all is a 
Kate of” Pele ON, - balinels, and. love 
in that very Piri which, ' above all, | 
"hated Juch, "Tociety on earth! Philo- 
To ophy argues Aae of things, 
And. common blervation thews its neceſ- 
fry 5, far even in the employments of — 
2 regular courſe is obferved to inform the 
Judgement, for an eutranck into its more 
public concerns ; 4s Alo the pains and 
care 10 c are EY much þ beltoyed to fur- | 
C9. 0 3 | | nl 


5 
E444 9g. # © 
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483 


all the” min 5 
Mow many inſtructors to infpect theit 
language, their geſture; and cher man- 
ners! Surelyir is natural then, and almpft 
unavoidable, the inference; that if fue 4 
courſe is expedient to form the mifd 
upon rational principles, for focial life, _ 
a life too fo ſhort in ity duration, that 
it may be, no ſooner are theft labors 
beſtowed, and the ſubject exquifirety | 
finiſhed, than, alas ! the ftroke of death 
mars it in a moment, and changes the 
brighteſt ſcene into diſappointment, ſor- 
| tow, and woe;—and how much more then 
is it neceffary, a preparation for Heaven, 
as the Paradiſe of God exceeds a miſerable 
world Indeed, with far more propriety, 
the moſt unpoliſhed ruftic'/ might be a 
companion to Princes, chan an unfancti : 


fied ſinner 6 degree, 
could enjoy God. | 


- © 2 


On this grand . be wad bs 
Aton agree: and, though it has been 4 
Tubje& of much and warm diſpute, the 
doctrine of election, which through the 
method of handling it has rather afforded 
e N matter 


matter 6 18 thap . edifyings 
pet t this is an indubitable fact, that the 
Children of Heaven are ordained to be | 
holy; are choſen in Chriſt, before the 
 follndation of the world, that they ſhould 
be holy, and without blame before him 
in love; and are elect through. ſan&ifi- 
cation, of the ſpirit. unto obedience... ſt | 
were eaßy to multiply ſeripture; but 
| fuffice it to ay their one deſign is this, 
to proye what is an invariable maxim of 
the divine conduct; ; without holineſs no 
man can ſee the Lord: 4 | denial of which 
and if it is not done in ſo many words, 
it is done too often in practice) is, as 
much as poſlible, to, fruſtrate the great 
" end of the Redeemer” 8 ſuffering; who. 
Tived and ſuffered, , bled and died, that 
might deſtroy the works of darkneſs, 
and redeem to himſelf a peculiar people, 
" Sealous of good works. For this he 
tool upon him the name Jeſus, a i Saviour, 
to deliver. To this, very end are given 
all the means of grace. When Paul had 
deen treating of the important truth 'of 
_ redemption. through the blood of. the 


2 vin i its different connections. he 
adduces 


— adduces.this Weg te having, chere 
lere, theſe precious promiſes, W be- 
| green cleanſe ourſelves f TY al 
of fleſh. and ſpirit, perfectit 

14405 in the fear or the Lord?” n 55 
e for gotten, that 1 It 18 t e meaning 
j of A afflictive Aiſpenſation, Which is 
not done through a Caprice, or humor, it in 


the great Diſpoſer of. all things; but | | 


that we me Fen e 2nd b 
| SN of lineſs, 


- 
. $ * N bs, | . . 


Fot to dic proofs, let o vs 7 up 7 


| all, Fon, this point, in ſaying, it it. wou 
invert th he Whole order of divine fe 


and G will. Hot, with | reverence | 


would ſpe ak. of | it, he cannot ſo — 14 


glory, and interrup t the fel owſhip 
the ſaints i in light, Ty tg U 


Br Ang wy raging A ſea of An. tay, 
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© You are no doubt ber pale, by this 


tie, to hear what 1 have to offer on our 
| eceaſed Friend, whoſe death 1 is the 0cca- 


| ae t to obſerye, that, however unfrie 
| E 75 


18911 


it the Fu 
fire of ſordid tranſgreſſors, | in whoſe breaft 5 


fon of « our preſent ſubject; and T beg © 
ca ; 
ds =. feel 


* 
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1 feel my mind to foneral panegyrics | 
in general, yet to be ſilent here would 


be a wrong done, both to religion and : 


5 friendſhip. And to deſcribe him, upon 
the mere Principles of morality, I ſhould 


tay, be Was a kind huſband, a ten- 7 
der father, a worthy neighbor,” and a 
+ good friend: pos) Na theſe, let me 
point you ta 1 foundatidn of his happi- 
1 which, mote than « once, he acknow- 
ledged to me, lay entirely, upon the vir- 
tue of that ſacrifice which you ſus made; 
Ad confeſſed. the ABA neceſſity he 
"Rood, in of his precious blood to cleantt 
him from” all 6, 'and preſent bim with- 
out blame before the throne of God. 
He clearly ſaw the ruin of a fall, and 
that no fallen finger could enter into 
Hieayen· without a change of heart; and 
was no leſs aſſured, that without the fanc- | 
tifying operations 6f the Holy Spirit, 
no one could be made meet for an inheri- 0 


tance among! the ſaints in Aigle, 


| What influence theſe. "HB had 


23 „ 


his cloſe ar SEAL PPE, upon Gay inſtituted 


meant 


* 


6 27 ** 5 
means of worſhip, but eſpecially | his at- 
- tention thereto... To me he always ap- 
| peared to pay the moſt ſerious regard to 
every divine meſſage, as becoming a ra- 
tional and immortal mind; in which i in- 
| ſtance I am led to believe he was a re- 
| Proof to many of us whoſe minds, when 
in the houſe and immediate preſence of 
God, are ſuffered to rove, even like the 
fool's eye; to the very ends of the earth. 
Moreover, while his attendance Was re- 
gular, and his attention ſerious, he ſtu- 
died to be found a doer, as well as hearer 
of the word of God. How ready he 
was, upon all occaſions, to ſerve the glory 
of God, and the intereſts of men, num- 
bers in this aſſembly. might witneſs; and 
by ſervices too which entirely flowed from 
a mind HEE diſintereſted, 9d free. 


"He was a of; fem, riot tag 
which it may be attributed, in great 
meaſure, that we have not ſo much to re- 
mark of his converſation as in many 
caſes is done on ſuch occaſions as theſe: 
but this ought never to be forgotten by 
us, waned whatever dropped from his lips 


B2 was 


chin about che nene 


le 7 u Wan 8068 wot Bab, 
dd Which was mote chah A little cceff- 


plified in oür deceaſed Friend: that actions 


peak louder than wWörds. This appeared 
ſo evident, as to defy even calutnfry its 


delt to'reproath'it.” Tt is true, his forme: 
Ulle, too much Hike that of youth in gene- 


ral, Was ſpent in a neglect of every thing 


fetibus and facrted, in Folly" and vahity; 


and "fot "which, perhaps, he had more 


peared wrought on his fHHHd a concern for 


a future world; and then, Ike Ifrael, who 
on their departure from Fgypr doffbced | 


both gold and Jewels to ſerve their future 
Ferse What he had ſeen and known 


by the world, ſerved only the more to 
ſettle his mind in that defirable ſeriouſ- 
neſs which is oppoſtte to a levity too 
common, though ſo detrimental to N 
. nf Rr 2385 > 
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N advantages than mäany others: büt 
_ through a feries of providences, of per- 
conal and other üfffctibns, there ap- 
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Dy his raſſetivgs He find learned p. 
ende ud fubmiſſion to the Divine wilt: 
to my on fecollection, I do got kο] 
tat Lever heard him drop the leaſt mur- 

muring word. To eins we may add his 
Humilicy, in 'whith he one; never think- 
ing of himſelf too highly, but was teady 
to ſit at the feet of all, and with all re- 
ſpeck uſed to ſpeak of the characters of 
men: a ſtranger quite to ſuch as ſearch 
the Houſe n de 


feemed to have learned chat golden rule 
of charity which covereth a multitude 
_ of ſins; from well knowing that he Who 


| Kitadeth, had need take heed left he fall. 


But however excellent vt may uppeur 


to have repreſented him, it is not to be 
ſuppoſed he was a ſtranger to fuilings and 

feats. That he had the latter is certain, = 
from hat he uſed to expreſs about death; 
not ſo much about its danger as its pain. 
However, a little before his laſt, God 


was mercifully pleaſed to ſet him tee. 


When he grew ſo weak (drawing near 
"his ny that he could not pray as he 


ought, . 


7S3 


| anghs; and of which he had never the | 
deſt opinion, he earneſtly entreated thoſe 
around him ta pray. There was one ſen- 
tenee which dropped in the hearing of a 
friend that I ſhould be ſorry to omit: 
they are the words of the inſpired Paul 
«He that cometh to God muſt believe 
i he is—that he is a rewarder of all 
them who diligently ſeek him.” What 
views he might have had upon this di- 
1 vine ſubject, when in the view of an ap- 
We” Proaching eternity, and which he ut- 
| _ tered with all the emphaſis of 'a dying 
man, is what J ſhall not . to * 
N 9 (ro | a 


* 


Though 5 was not Em vith 12 
peculiar joys in his departing moments, N 
yet his faith did not fail him: in perfect 
compoſure and ſtedfaſtneſs of mind he 
left this world for a better; and is now, 
no doubt, mingling his praiſes with the 
happy ſpirits before the throne. I ſhall 
now cloſe the ſubject with the n. 
 reflextons :* 


* ry 


* 
« 
* 
- 
Let 
- 


" 


| < 3* 0 
Let us iii then a Divine —_— 
for the numberleſs advantages we enjoy | 
above the heathen world, and even the 
darker ages of Chriſtianity. Hereby we 
ſee what the one did not know, and — . 2 
raiſed many ſcruples under former diſpen- 


ations, The reſurrection of the body, 


and eternal life, are the peculiar glory 5 


of the Goſpel Revelation. He hath 


55 aboliſhed death, and brought life and 15 
immortality to light by the Goſpel,” 


pon this account it is, among others, 


« that even that which was made glo- 


Ky rious, had. no glory in this reſpect, By 
by reaſon of the glory that excelleth;”* | - 


« to the end that we might, as with open 
face, behold as in a glaſs the glory of the 
Lord.” Here are ſprings of conſolation 
| that cannot be otherwiſe rig Philo-—- 

ſophy { ſecks relief againſt fear, from moral 
reaſoning on the fitneſs. of things ; ; but 
Chriſtianity teaches to ſeek it in Chriſt, 
in his all-ſufficiency, and e . 


Lt ö PR... 


And here let me entreat you, my Bre- 
e _ thren, 
. 


8 4 


« "Y 5 . 
5 the farvixiog relatives. of the dex 
' .  cenſed, to remember that the ſacred vo 
ume is the grand directory of the Chrif- 
| Sian in all bis ſtages, and in every uin, 
One af che particular inſtructionsof which, 
, & Sotto not, even 23. others who 
N no hope, ” not in that deſpairing 
erxceſs like the besthep, To feel afflic- 
ions, and to expreſs them tog, with due 
| bounds, v without murmuring againſt G0 
ds both rational and laudable. Such was 
e ſorrow for ſome of the Kings of Iſrael; 
| i med that, ſhewn ; at the 1 interment of Ster | 
pPhen, and eyen by our Divine Maſter, when 
e mingled. his tears with the weeping 
Moltitude, at the tomb o vr 
Not to feel our afflictions, would be 
5 | ſtoical; not to bear them with ſubwimog, 
de heatheniſm ; ag that we ſhould 
5 Da feel | them, i is, beyond all doubt, a_parti- 
| cular defigh. i in ſending, them, * ** 
Gan Fo Mey be called Fives Sh 1 


; « . an one, 6 « 1 not 
: trip us of our affections, or deſtroy them, 
* e and Kaen En to their 

* 


5 4. 


o 
* 
” 
— 


CY 
proper ufe:*: it teaches neither a ſtoical' 
apathy, nor a ſtupid indolence, nor a bru- 
tiſh inſenfibility : and therefore it is nei- 


ther unmanly nor unchriſtiandike to * | 
To deceaſed Niem? 1 


8 Bolle, they, in all FTA the rule 
: which God hath given you, and let your 
hearts be nobly expanded to purſue the 


glory of the Lord; and follow him who / 


is now no more, as far as he followed 
this. You are, I hope, ſeeking for ho- 
nor and immortality: embrace, then, 
with the moſt endeared affection, all 
who, notwithſtanding leſſer differences, 

ve have reaſon to hope, are the diſciples 


of our adorable Maſter, and who are 


waiting and longing for his ſecond ap- 
pearance: on which happy day, may Infi- 


nite Mercy grant that you, that I, that 


they, that all who now hear me, may 
meet with our fee Brother 1 in glory, 
F where fe 


© Ouart non in co fta of perfetic nie, ut af- 
fefus omnes exuant ; ſed ut eos ex juſtis tantum cauſis 
ſuſcipiant, et moderent r. Calvin. 
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that bleſſed 88 ſet before you! 


| \ : 
7% S 


6 ) 
where love, and en. 1 „ en 
ſhall reign upiyerſpl! | * it TE IRR. 


10 Jo en ler ys, 75 remem: 
ber we are haſtening faſt, to the exentfuß 


period, when the grand combined ſyſtem 


of N atxre, Providence and Grace, Wil! 
meet in one great conſummation, and a 
full manifeſtation, of, the glory of God; 
then into the unfathomable depth 1 | 
eternity we, ſhall be called, to empty o 


# little urns: to be prepared, for Which, 1 3 


the higheſt, proof of a rational mind; 
elle What will ye, do ben, the ſummong . 
comes, and you, are called, without de- 
Iay,, to change 2. preſent for a future 
world? In that hour, which will, draw ang 
impenetrahle veil over the brighteſt luſ- 


tre of the ſun, when, the praudeſt, and 


| meaneſt muſt, ſtand upon a- level, 


every diſtinction ceaſe but ſayed and 
condenmed ſinners, nothing will chen be 
found a ſanctuary but the mercy of God. 

O chat ye were wiſe, that you did but 


| conſider this your latter end. and that, 


ere ĩt be too. late, you. may lay hold upon 


| k 


In 

II is 4 queſtion: 'of no ſmall ede 
to be ae, Whether you bear the marks . 
of the righteousʒ or not? for, be not de- 
_ reived; nothing that defileth can enter 
the kingdom of Heaven: no extortioner, 
0 covetòôus, no liar, &c. dying as ſuch, 
will find a place there. To reſolve, then, 
this! queſtion in your favor, is betteb 
than kingdoms: without; for this ſhall en- 
dure when thrones and kingdoms, and 
dignities, are blended in general ruin: | 
and When we come to ſtand before the 
bar of God, the queſtion will not be 
what name we bore - whether eſteemed 
and honored of men but whether we 
bore his image, and glorified his name. 
In an aſſembled world, and in the judge- 
ment of the gteat day, how will the 
hearts of ſinners tremble at the deciſion 
of their cavſe!. Here is no unrighteouſneſs | 
in the Judge; no falſehood in the wit- 
neſles, nor the poſlibilicy of a miltake, 
After every imaginary proſpect upon 
earth, he will find the ſecrets of all 
hearts laid open; and, as Death leaves 
_ an * the een * him. 
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In this view, what then is * 1. 
guage of your hearts? Is it, Men and 
Brethren, what muſt we do?” I fay 

then, believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and you ſhall be ſaved; - for (a valuable 
| conſideration it is) “ he is able to ſave 
unto the uttermoſt all that come unto 
Bod by him,” Nor ſhall the multitude 
. nor magnitude of ſins committed, be 
remembered againſt che repenting ſin- 
ner, who flies to the blood of ſprinkling, 
and looks to the Lamb of God. There 
is joy in Heaven over a repenting linner; 
and if Angels joy to ſee a trembling ſin- 
ner ſad at the review of his offences, 
with his every ſentiment reſolved in this, 
« Save, Lord, or I periſh,” it muſt be the 
glory of the Lord to fave. Hear the 
language of Mercy—* Thus faith the 
High and Lofty One, that inhabiteth, 
Whoſe name is Holy,” —* I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him alſo that is 
of a contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive 
the fpirit of the humble, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones.“ Again, 
faith the Lord, © To this man will I look, 
even to him that is _ and of a con- 
trite 


"2 + I. 


rite Grit; and trembling at my word." 25 
Yes, though he ſend the rich, the proud, 
and hypocrite, empty away, he raiſes up. . 

the poor in ſpirit from the duſt, and the 

\ beggar of mercy from the dunghill, to 
Place him among princes at his right= _ 
hand for ever and ever—which God of 
his infinite merey grant may be the por- 
tion of us all! To whom, as unto three 
divine perſons, but one Jehovah, be 
equal and everlaſting praiſe. Amen. 
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